APR-21-05 15:13 FROM-Merchant 4 Gould 612332908! T-913 P. 007/008 F-185 



Remarks 

This is in response to the final Office Action mailed on January 21, 2005. Claims 4, 5, 7, 
13, and 17 are canceled without prejudice or disclaimer. Claims 1, 12, and 16 are amended. No 
new matter has been added. Claims 1-3, 6, 8-12, 14-16, and 18-21 remain pending. 
Reconsideration and allowance are respectfully requested for at least the following reasons. 

L Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. 8 103 

In section 2 of the Action, claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 12, and 14-16 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fleckenstein, U.S. Patent No. 3,482,125, in view of 
Okenfuss, U.S. Patent No. 1,991,622. In section 3, claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 12, and 14-16 were rejected 
under section 103(a) as being unpatentable over Masaru, J.P. 01-231633, in view of Okenfuss. 
These rejections are respectfully traversed, and the correctness of these rejections is not 
conceded. The right to traverse these rejections in future prosecution is respectfully reserved. 

Claim 1 is amended to incorporate allowable subject matter from claim 4. Claim 12 is 
amended to incorporate allowable subject matter from claim 13. Claim 16 is amended to 
incorporate allowable subject matter from claim 17. Reconsideration and allowance of claims 1, 
12, and 16, as well as claims 2, 4 7 6, 14, and 15 that depend therefrom, are therefore respectfully 
requested. 

H. Allowable Subject Matter 

In section 4 of the Action, claims 8-1 1 and 18-21 were noted as being allowed. In section 
5, claims 3, 5, 7, 13, and 17 were noted as being allowable. Applicant appreciates the 
Examiner's assistance in identifying allowable subject matter. All claims should be in condition 
for allowance. 

IEL Conclusion 

The remarks set forth above provide certain arguments in support of the patentability of 
the pending claims. There may be other reasons that the pending claims are patentably distinct 
over the cited references, and the right to raise any such other reasons or arguments in the future 
is expressly reserved. 



6 

PAGE 7/8 1 KVD AT 4/21/2005 5:14:33 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTG«EFXRM/1 4 DNIS:8729306 1 CSD:6123329081 * DURATION (mnws):02-22 



APR-21-05 15:13 FROM-lterchant £ Gould 6123329081 T-913 P 008/008 F-185 



Favorable reconsideration in the form of a Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested. 
Please contact the undersigned attorney with any questions regarding this application. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-0903 
(612) 332-5300 



ame: Robert A. Kalinsky S 



Date: April 21. 2005 

Name: Robert A. Kannsky 
Reg. No.: 50,471 
RAK 
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